
RE Christianity - Christmas Year 1 Autumn  2

Key vocabulary

Spelling Definition

Christmas The time when many Christians 
remember and celebrate the birth of 
Jesus, the son of God

Nativity A play that tells of the story of the 
birth of Jesus

Church The Christian place of worship

Angel A spiritual being who acts as a 
messenger

Mary Jesus’ mother

Joseph Jesus’ father

Gift Something a person gives without 
wanting anything in return

Generosity Being willing to give or share with 
others.

Enfield SACRE Statutory requirements

• Explore Bible stories of the birth of Jesus which teach 
the Christian belief that Jesus is God's Son.

• Explore how Christian traditions at and preparing for 
Christmas re-tell the birth of Jesus and teach 
Christians about God and Jesus Christ.

• Explore how belonging to the Christian 'family' 
means living in the way Jesus taught, in relation to 
God and to others.

Possible deeper thinking questions

Why do we give gifts? 

Should we always expect a gift in return?

Why is the birth of Jesus so important to 
Christians?

Key images

Possible experiences

Year 1 nativity performance

Key stage 1 and 2 carol service 

Donating Christmas gifts to those in need

Prior learning

• In EYFS children will have had some experiences of 
different religions and festivals celebrated within 
the community. They might be able to identify some 
similarities and differences.

• They will have leant about the traditions of 
Christmas and exchanging gifts.

Key Knowledge

Learning about religion

The Nativity Story – The Angel Gabriel visited Mary 
and told her she was going to have a baby called 

Jesus and that he would be God’s son. A kind 
innkeeper in Bethlehem let Mary and Joseph stay in 

his stable for the night and Jesus was born there. 
Three wise men and some shepherds travelled to 
Bethlehem to visit the baby Jesus. The wise men 
came with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.

The nativity story is very important to many 
Christians. Many believe he was a gift from God. 

People celebrate Christmas in lots of different ways 
and these include acting out a nativity, carol 

singing, putting up and decorating Christmas trees 
and hanging wreaths. Many Christians give gifts at 

Christmas to show their love for one another. 

Learning from religion

It is important to show appreciation for loved ones. 
Gift-giving is one way of doing this, but there are 

many more.


