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 What’s New?         
5th July 2022      
 
 

 
 
 

Our Voice’s Summer Party  
On Sunday 3rd July, we were delighted to be able to welcome more than 80 parents and children to the 
first large party we have held since December 2019!  
We would like to say a special thank you to: 
 Seema Shah from SEN Services and Mirjan Dhamo, 

Head of Joint Service for Disabled Children, who both 
came along to talk to answer questions from parents 
on an individual basis.  

 The Cheviots staff who kindly came along to look after 
children whilst their parents were talking to Mirjan and 
Seema, and generally helped out in many ways. 

 Sandeep for her wonderful face painting. 
 Becky from the Enfield Carers Centre, who came along to talk to parents about the support ECC offers.  
 Waverley School for providing a great venue for us.  
 Katies Kastles for our bouncy castle and our entertainer Gabi from ‘Movers and Shakers’ 
 And last (but not least), to the members of the Our Voice team who volunteered their time to set up 

and manage the party.  
 
Feedback from those attending was very positive, and it was clear that you would like us to run more of 
these events as soon as possible. We are currently discussing dates for our future parties and will be 
coming back to you with more details as soon as we can.   

  

News from the Our Voice summer party  P1 

Summer University – holiday programme for 11 – 25-year-olds – SEND 

priority booking open until 9th July.  

P2 

SEND Youth Club  P2 

Autism Conference, online on 12th and 13th July  P3 

Autism and girls webinar 12th July  P3 

ADHD Virtual Conference 13th July  P3 

Choosing a Secondary School for your child- workshop on 12th July  P4 

Free iPads for Visually Impaired children/young people P4 

Council tax rebates and help with rising energy costs  P4-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
   

HOW]] 
 
 



 

 

2 

Summer University – priority 
booking for young people with 
SEND until 9th July 
The Summer University is a programme of activities for young 

people aged 11 – 25 (up to 19 if they don’t have SEND) running 

across the summer holiday period.  

You can currently access early bird booking for young people with 

SEND, by filling out the referral form.  

Both the referral form and the brochure of activities are available 

on our website here.  

 
SEND Youth Club  

The SEND Youth Club at Bell Lane Youth Centre 

(Enfield EN3 5PA) is a free Youth Club, exclusively 

for young people with SEND aged 11 and over. It 

runs from 6.30 to 8.30 pm every Tuesday evening.  
 
There are a range of fun activities, sports and 
workshops covering topics like personal safety and 
healthy relationships as well as developing life 
skills.  
 
To book a place go to the Youth Enfield website 
here and on the ‘filter by activities’ select SEND – 
you will then see the booking link for this club.   

 

 

 
  

https://www.ourvoiceenfield.org.uk/news/show/186
https://youthenfield.taptub.co.uk/activity-category/all-activities/
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Autism conference on 12th and 13th July  
The London Borough of Haringey SEND Service has been funded by NHS England to hold an online virtual 
London Autistic Conference, with a focus on ‘creating 
enabling environments’ on Tuesday 12 July and Weds 13 July. 
  
The Conference will include Autistic people sharing their 
research, knowledge and/or lived experiences and relevant 
researchers discussing their research. 
  
The aim will be for everyone attending to: 

• raise the awareness and acceptance of neurodiversity 
• develop an understanding of a range of Autistic people’s experiences. 
• improve the mental health and wellbeing of Autistic people, by facilitating a conference to share 

first-hand lived autistic experiences as well as providing information about evidence-based supports 
to enhance the lives of Autistic people. 

  
The sessions are for Autistic people of all ages, family members of Autistic people, education, health, 
leisure and social care sectors and the wider community – EVERYONE! 
  
To register interest in attending the online event/ and or to add comments about the conference please 
complete the form below and you will be sent a Zoom registration link on Friday 8th July  
  

https://forms.office.com/r/qfG8nCeR07   

Autism and Girls webinar 12th July  
Witherslack Group will be running a webinar on 
Autism and Girls on Tuesday 12th July 10 am to 11 
am, offering practical advice to parents on 
supporting Autistic girls and those with 
associated needs. This is the second part of the 
webinar – if you missed the first part you can 
catch up on this here. Register for the event here. 
The session will be recorded, so if you are unable 
to attend on the day you should register to be 
sent a copy of the recording.  
 

Virtual ADHD Conference 13th July  
Witherslack group are running a free 
virtual conference on ADHD on 
Wednesday 13th July, 10 am - 3.30 pm.  
For more information and to register 
see here.  
 
The event will be recorded so you can 
register to be sent a link to the 
recordings.   

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2FqfG8nCeR07&data=05%7C01%7Csuzy.francis%40enfield.gov.uk%7C1ef625c0788246532dd308da5dcca283%7Ccc18b91d1bb24d9bac767a4447488d49%7C0%7C0%7C637925430731753484%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Y0KaZdO5U7HjnCEeulNVWp7LC%2Fcqa79cOVhqD3Fe2Yg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gotostage.com/channel/d9f38841e3254341a6250506f45b9dd0/recording/769a111964a1426b8012016bf32b6127/watch?utm_campaign=Autism%20%26%20Girls%20part%202&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=218320461&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--LdEBtc0P9RxyagHeZE_glhdaPZmi3DZmBuFYoarKomwm-bm3fiB9EmYHppppwJeFNFimnwMiHsaExA4_sw1qgX6zBY8J2Q3awjwFZqwcTazZLf4Q&utm_content=218320461&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.witherslackgroup.co.uk/resources/autism-and-girls-part-2/
https://www.witherslackgroup.co.uk/resources/supporting-parents-and-carers-virtual-conference-adhd-creating-positive-environments-to-develop-every-childs-potential/
https://www.witherslackgroup.co.uk/resources/autism-and-girls-part-2/
https://www.witherslackgroup.co.uk/resources/supporting-parents-and-carers-virtual-conference-adhd-creating-positive-environments-to-develop-every-childs-potential/
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Reminder: Choosing a secondary school: workshop 
on 12th July  
We are holding an important Zoom session jointly with SENDIASS and the Enfield SEN team, looking at the 

transfer to Secondary school next year. The session will aim to help you to think 

about how to choose a Secondary school for your child with additional needs, 

how to get the right information to help you make that decision and how the 

application process will work. It is aimed mainly at parents of children currently in 

year 6 but may also be of interest to many parents of children in year 5 or below, 

who are starting to think about their child’s Secondary School options.  

The session will be held on: Tuesday 12th July 10 am – 12 noon. Book your place on Eventbrite here.  
 

‘Tech for all’ – free iPads for visually impaired 
children and young people  

 

‘Guide Dogs’ have launched their ‘Tech for all’ project to provide 
assistive technology for children and young people aged 3-18 with 
vision impairment.  

For children with a vision impairment, technology is vital. It develops 
learning, creativity, life skills, and ultimately, confidence and 
independence.  

Guide Dogs’ Tech for All service offers a free Apple iPad to children 
and young people (aged 3-18) with visual impairments, to use 
outside of school.  

For more information and to apply for a free iPad if your child is eligible, see here. 
 

Money matters – council tax rebate and help with 
rising energy costs  
As you are probably aware the government have given a rebate to 
everyone who lives in a property in Council Tax bands A to D.  This has 
been directly paid into bank accounts to those who pay their Council Tax 
by Direct Debit. 
  
If you don’t pay by Direct Debit, you need to apply so that the rebate can 
be paid to you as soon as possible.  For those that don’t apply, they will 
eventually be given a Post Office voucher, but this will be the last stage 
and may take a while to process, so you are encouraged to apply 
directly. Full details and the application link are on the Local Authority website here and the closing date 
has been extended to this Friday 8th July.    

https://choosing-secondary-school-2022.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://www.guidedogs.org.uk/
https://www.guidedogs.org.uk/getting-support/help-for-children-and-families/living-independently/assistive-technology-for-children/
https://www.enfield.gov.uk/services/council-tax/council-tax-rebate
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This rebate is part of a wider package of support intended to help support families with rising energy costs 
and other cost of living increases. The package also includes: 

• Across the UK, a £150 disability cost of living payment made to individuals who are in receipt of 
certain qualifying disability benefits, which include: 

o Disability Living Allowance. 

o Personal Independence Payment. 

o Child Disability Payment or the Adult Disability Payment in Scotland. 

To be eligible for the £150 payment, you must have been getting the qualifying disability benefit on 
25th May (or have begun a claim by that date which is later successful). The expectation is that this 
payment will arrive from September 2022. 

• A grant towards domestic electricity bills worth £400 per household. This does not need to be 
repaid. This will be credited to your energy bill by your supplier over a 6-month period starting in 
October 2022.  

• Across the UK, households who are on certain means tested benefits or tax credits will receive a 
£650 cost-of-living payment. To be eligible, you must be on one of the following benefits: 

o Universal Credit. 

o Income Support. 

o Income-based Job Seekers Allowance. 

o Income-related Employment and Support Allowance. 

o Child Tax Credit or Working Tax Credit. 

o Pension Credit. 

It does not apply to those who only get Housing Benefit and/or a council tax reduction. To qualify you must 
have been getting one of the relevant benefits on 25 May 2022 (or have begun a claim by that date which 
is later successful). 

The cost-of-living payment will come in two lump sums directly into the claimant’s bank account. The DWP 
will make the first payment from July 2022 and the second in the autumn. Payments from HMRC to those 
on tax credits only will follow shortly after that. This is to avoid the risk of a household receiving duplicate 
payments by both DWP and HMRC. 

For more information on these measures, and other financial help, see Contact’s website here. 
  

 
We hope that you have found our newsletter useful. If you have any feedback, or anything that 
you think we could be telling our families about, please let us know. Our contact details are:  
Telephone 07516 662315    Email: info@ourvoiceenfield.org.uk    
Website: www.ourvoiceenfield.org.uk 
 
You can also follow us on our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/ourvoiceenfield/ 
on Twitter@EnfieldOurVoice and on Instagram at  
https://www.instagram.com/ourvoiceenfield/ 
 
If you no longer wish to receive these emails, and/or would like us to remove your details from our database, please email us  and we will remove your details 
from our mailing list and/or database. 
 

https://contact.org.uk/help-for-families/information-advice-services/money-debt/help-with-utility-bills/
mailto:info@ourvoiceenfield.org.uk
http://www.ourvoiceenfield.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourvoiceenfield/
https://twitter.com/EnfieldOurVoice
https://www.instagram.com/ourvoiceenfield/

